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The requests for additional copies 
of the issues in which the recent Na- 
tional Council of Churches articles ap- 
peared have been so numerous that 
we have reprinted them in an attrac- 
tive booklet. Order them in quantity: 
$1.00 doz., $5.00 hundred. 





In response to an earlier request in 
this column, the Key Biscayne, Fla., 
church, Rev. Lane G. Adams, pastor, 
has launched a “write your congress- 
man” campaign about obscenity on tel- 
evision. The Key Biscayne church, by 
the way, is one of our esteemed “Ev- 
ery Family Plan” churches. 





The First Church, Oak Hill, W. Va., 
Rev. R. P. Robertson, pastor, pro- 
motes the Shorter Catechism in a 
unique and effective way. As a part 
of the opening exercises in the Sunday 
School, the superintendent reads out 
a question and the whole crowd learns 
it. (At that rate the supply of Bibles 
we give for memorizing this valuable 
means of grace won’t last long!). 





Speaking of memorizing the Shorter 
Catechism, it is our privilege to recog- 
nize another winner of a Journal 
award for this pleasant task. This 
week a beautiful King James Bible 
goes to: 


—Miss Linda Newton 
Purity Church, Chester, S. C. 





And this one came from Dr. Bell’s 
son-in-law, the Rev. John Somerville, 
in Korea: “The marvels of modern 
day travel are adding to the hardships 
and burdens of 20th Century for- 
eign missionaries. Do you realize that 
I have been visited by my father-in- 
law twice in the space of two months? 
Surely this is something the Apostle 
Paul never had to face!” (But Mr. 
Somerville went on to speak very ap- 
preciatively of his in-law and of the 
helpful effect of his visits in cement- 
ing divided Korean church relation- 
ships. ) 
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BRAZIL — The Brazilian govern- 
ment, under the enthusiastic leader- 
ship of President Jucelino Kubitschek, 
is feverishly preparing for the official 
moving date of April 21 when the fed- 
eral capital is scheduled to move from 
Rio to Brasilia, still under construc- 
tion seven hundred miles into the in- 
terior state of Goias. New roads from 
all points in the country are being 
built converging on the new capital. 
All this has brought the stirrings of 
new life to the whole nation. 

The Presbyterian Church in Brazil 
is marching with this new life. Provi- 
dentially, the women of the several 
Presbyterian Missions have joined 
forces to make possible a national 
training schoo] for lay leaders in this 
thrilling new city. During the last 
days of February a_ representative 
Committee met in Sao Paulo to make 
preliminary plans for the school. A 
church is already located on the site 
of the new capital city. 

—Rev. J. R. Woodson 





KOREA — “These people must 
want a missionary visit pretty badly 
to build several hundred yards of new 
road just for him!” Such were my 
thoughts as I drove the jeep up the 
steep hill to the Sung-ja church. For 
this was no ordinary church and these 
were no ordinary Christians. All were 
lepers, whose disease makes such hand 
labor both difficult and painful. Yet 
the church building and the new road 
were largely their own work. The 
young evangelist is himself a leper 
and a recent graduate of perhaps the 
only seminary of its kind anywhere: 
the seminary at the Wilson Leper Col- 
ony near Soonchun, of which the Rev. 
E. T. Boyer is superintendent. In this 
seminary students receive training 


making it possible for them to serve 
| the churches whose members have 
been driven into colonies apart from 
regular society. 


—Rev. Joe B. Hopper 





EVANGELICAL GROUP NAMES “Oscar” WINNERS 


GLENSIDE, Pa. — (RNS) — A 
movie entitled “The Power of the 
Resurrection,” produced by Family 
Films, Inc., won a “Christian Oscar’ 
as best film of 1959 from the National 
Evangelical Film Foundation here. 


The foundation is sponsored by the 
Christian Youth Cinema, Inc., a re- 
ligious film distributing agency. Pre- 
sentation of the awards will be made 
at the cinema group’s 13th anniversary 
dinner in Philadelphia, April 23. 


Other “Oscar” winners were: 


Best Missionary Film—‘“Something 
to Die For,” Gospel Films, Inc. 

Best Youth Film—‘“Teen-age Wit- 
ness,” Family Films, Inc. 

Best Christian Faith and Life Film 
— ‘The George Mueller Story,” Re- 
ligious Films, LTD. 

Best Children’s Film — “The Fish 
Story,” Moody Institute of Science. 

Best Sermon Film—‘“Teleo,” Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. 


Best Documentary — “Journey to 
Understanding,” Iversen Ford Asso- 
ciates. 

Best Set of Filmstrips — “How We 


Got Our Bible,” 
Education, Inc. 


Society for Visual 


Best Single Filmstrip—‘“Geography 
of The Holy Land,” Family Films, Inc. 

Best Male Vocalist—Dick Goodwin, 
“I Heard God Today,” Cornerstone 
Records, Inc. 

Best Female Vocalist—Beth Far- 
nam, Sacred Records, Inc. 


Best Choral Record—Ralph Car- 


michael Singers, “Garden of My 
Heart,” Sacred Records, Ine. 
Best Instrumental Record — Paul 


Mickelson, “Glory! Glory! Hallelujah,” 
Word Records, Inc. 

Most Unusual Record of the Year— 
“Yesterday’s Voices,” Paul Harvey, 
Word Records, Ine. 

Best Quartet Record — “Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour Quartet,” Chris- 
tian Faith, Inc. 

Best single Record — Bev Shea, 


“How Long Has it Been,” RCA Vic- 
tor. 
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Free Methodist College 
Backs Allegiance Oath 


NO. CHILI, N. Y.—Yet another in- 
stitution has joined the ranks of those 
which have publicly supported the Na- 
tional Defense Education Act with a 
resolution: the Roberts Wesleyan Col- 
lege here. Henceforth, students who 
wish to borrow from funds established 
by the Act, must sign an affirmation 
swearing allegiance to the United 
States. 


In adopting its resolution, the fac- 
ulty took a position widely opposed 
by liberal institutions across the coun- 
try. In numerous academic centers lib- 
eral educators have called the Act a 
“threat to academic freedom” and an 
“unreasonable exercise of federal 
power”. 


The teachers said they see nothing 
more damaging to academic freedom 
in the statement than in the Pledge of 
Allegiance daily recited by millions of 
children in the public schools. The 
faculties of several prominent institu- 
tions have opposed the Act and some 
have rejected the aid thus offered al- 
leging that requiring such a statement 
will discourage “young and restless 
minds from moving into the far fron- 
tiers of knowledge,” or that it will 
prevent “removal of impediments 
which might forestall inquiry.” 


The faculty resolution stated, in 
part, “it seems eminently fitting and 
consonant with wisdom that the gov- 
ernment require students who are bor- 
rowing public funds . . . to disclaim 
affiliation with an alien system (Com- 
munism) and pledge their loyalty to 
the nation which is one of the chief 
guardians of those freedoms.” 





More About That 


AF Manual 

WASHINGTON, D. C. — A high- 
ranking Air Force official has revealed 
that the NCC deliberately made a pub- 
lic issue of the manual which charged 
Communist infiltration of the 





Churches, after the manual had been 


withdrawn, according to Religious 


News Service. 


At the request of the National Coun- 
cil the offending manual had already 
been withdrawn and the Council was 
aware of it before they originated 
their public protest. According to 
Don Gill, Washington correspondent 
for United Evangelical Action, the pro- 
test went to the newspapers primarily 
because certain NCC officials wanted 
a public fight. 


The NCC office for interpretation, 
headed by James Wine, was looking 
for a “cause celebre” which would af- 
ford an opportunity to prove its 
value to the NCC by way of national 
publicity, wrote Gill in his regular 
magazine feature. 


The effort backfired when the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee quickly reacted, calling Air 
Force Secretary Sharp over to Capitol 
Hill and inviting leaders of the NCC 
to appear before the Committee 
(which they quickly declined). 





Charlotte, N. C. Groups 
Launch Drive Against 
Newstands Obscenity 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — (RNS) — 
Churches, clubs, newspapers and tele- 
vision stations here have been urged 
by church and community leaders to 
join in a drive to eliminate obscene 
literature from local newsstands. 


The call was issued by representa- 
tives of church and PTA groups, youth 
councils and the police department. 


Retailers who display the magazines 
are the key to the anti-filth drive, the 
group decided, after being told by a 
distributor that “the retailers order 
only the books they want.” 


“We're just going to have to ask 
the people not to display these ques- 
tionable books,” said Police Chief 
Jesse James. “The only way to get 
those books off the newsstands is 
through cooperation. We won’t get 
to first base any other way.” 


Representatives of several drug and 
food stores said they will “screen” 
their magazines in an attempt to dis- 
play only the “proper books.” One 
drug store operator who said he would 
be glad to work with the group added, 
however, that he needed advice on 
what books not to display because “I 
don’t have time to read them all.” 


FCC Questions Station’s 
Religious Programming 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The Federal Communications Commis- 
sion indicated here that one of four 
Boston area radio stations whose li- 
cense renewal is being held up pend- 
ing “payola” investigations also will 
be asked why it has devoted so little 
time to religious programming. 


In the case of WMEX, among other 
questions which the station owners, 
Richmond Brothers, Inc., are asked to 
answer is why only one-half of one 
per cent of their broadcast time, or 
25 minutes a week, is devoted to re- 
ligious programming, whereas the pro- 
gram log filed when the license was 
granted in 1957 indicated that four 
per cent of the station’s time, or three 
and one-half hours a week, would be 
devoted to religious programs. 


All four stations have been asked 
to explain payments received by them 
and by announcers and disc jockeys 
to broadcast certain matter over the 
air “without appropriate announce- 
ment” to listeners, as specified by the 
FCC act, before their licenses will be 
renewed. (See Editorial, “Radio,” 
p. 18). 





Two Protestant Groups 
Serving Blind Merge 

New York—(RNS)—Merger of two 
Protestant groups providing religious 
literature in Braille and recordings for 
the blind was announced at the annual 
meeting of the John Milton Society 
for the Blind here. 


The 81-year-old Society for Provid- 
ing Evangelical Literature for the 
Blind of Philadelphia is merging its 
assets with the John Milton Society 
“as soon as legal procedures can be 
taken care of.” 


Founded in 1879, the SPERL group 
has been inactive in the publishing 
field since World War I, but has main- 
tained its investments and provided 
grants to other agencies serving the 
blind, including the John Milton So- 
ciety, which is sponsored by nearly 60 
denominations. 


Dr. Dwight C. Smith, general sec- 
retary of the John Milton group, said 
the merger will strengthen the reserve 
funds of the society which in 1959 
distributed more than 83,000 pieces 
of Braille devotional literature and 
52,000 long-playing records for blind 
persens who do not know Braille. 


Preacher Dedicates Service 


To Beatniks 


MIAMI, Fla. — (RNS) — The Cof- 
fee house was empty, man, ‘cause the 
beatnik types were tracking a preach- 
er who’s way out, like dig that crazy 
beat on those bongo skins. 


He wears no beard. He dresses im- 
peccably. But Dr. C. A. Roberts who 
conducted a tent-revival at Wayside 
Baptist Church here, talks their lan- 
guage. 


He does not read from Soren Kier- 
kagaard or Jack Kerouac, either, just 
from the Bible. 


But because his pad was in New 
York’s Greenwich Village and off- 
beat strips in San Francisco and Dallas 
for a year as part of a research study, 
Dr. Roberts understands and is sympa- 
thetic toward beatniks. 


So he dedicated a service, in a 
week’s revival campaign here, to this 
group which he feels is so often ne- 
glected by the churches. 


A Texan who is a pastor in Altus, 
Okla., Dr. Roberts gives this picture 
of the beat generation: 


The type is made up of at least 
10 million people around the world, 
particularly in the United States and 
Europe. 


Their underlying philosophy is not 
new, but nearly 200 years old. 

The expressive language, the beards 
and the berets are but a passing 
fancy. However, the philosophy will 
carry on until society offers solutions 
to their problems. 


Beatniks are mainly from the en- 
tertainment and artistic fields where 
folks are most expressive outwardly. 


The movement has caught on among 
teen-agers who know none of the phil- 
osophy because teenagers go by their 
feelings and beat music, jazz with no 
beginning or ending or melody but 
with a rhythm they can feel right now, 
appeals to them. 


The problems of boredom, worry 
and guilt which characterize beatniks 
can be solved only by spiritual means, 
in the opinion of Dr. Roberts. 


The answer to the beatnik’s bore- 
dom lies in the challenge of the cross 
for them to live like Jesus, he said. 
The answer to their worry is faith 
in God who cares for them. The an- 
swer to their guilt is the forgiveness 
of sins offered in Christ’s death. 
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Jacksonville, Fla., April 28 - May 3 


The 100th General Assembly 


AGENCY REPORTS — (Cont.) 


The General Council 


Reports of the General Council — 
dealing, as they do so largely, with 
matters of stewardship, benevolences, 
publicity, the Church’s calendar, etc., 
etc. — often make difficult reading. 
For that reason, alone, they should re- 
ceive careful attention. 


This year the General Council re- 
ports to the Assembly: 1) interest in 
the Pre-Budget Canvass idea is grow- 
ing; 2) encouraging signs of increased 
giving to benevolences; 3) expansion of 
publicity office and facilities: 4) new 
records set in quantity of published 
material such as the bulletins, now to- 
talling 192,517 weekly. 


The General Council recommends: 
1) stewardship program similar to past 
programs; 2) budget of $9,456,230 
roughly $250,000 over last year; 3) 
Church emphasis for 1961 as “Our 
Heritage and Mission” to be recom- 
mended by Centennial Committee: 4) 
monthly emphases same as last year 
(two overtures are coming up asking 
that the Church Extension season be 
returned to the Fall); 5) Church-wide 
study of a preliminary draft of a pa- 
per on the Office of the Minister of 
the Word and Sacraments (emphasiz- 
ing the need for candidate recruiting, 
adjustments in ordination procedure 
and in ordination qualifications). 


In response to matters handed it 
growing out of overtures and the like, 
the General Council recommends: 1) 
that no separate fiscal year be set on 
the Church’s calendar; 2) that the 
Women of the Church be allowed to 
make the changes they have made in 
their program year (there are two 
overtures coming up asking the As- 
sembly to tell the Board of Women’s 
Work to return to a calendar year); 
3) that the matter of salary scales be 
settled within the Boards and Agencies 





NOTE: The Office of the Assembly, 
341-E Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., At- 
lanta 8, Ga., has information establish- 


ing the arrangements for Eastern, 


Western, New England and Canadian 
Clergy Permits for use in purchasing 
transportation to the meeting of the 
Assembly. Write Dr. James A. Millard, 
Jr., Stated Clerk. 





meeting together; 4) that with one or 
two minor exceptions, the financial 
practices of the Assembly (mainte- 
nance of reserves, creation of central 
investment agency, etc.) be continued 
as at present. A standard policy for 
board and agency financial reserves 
is being recommended. 


In one particular matter, the Gen- 
eral Council recommends an action 
which will have the effect of a burr 
under the saddle for many Presby- 
terians. The Equalization Fund, long 
a thorn in the flesh (howbeit an ap- 
parently necessary one) is a Fund to 
which Boards and Agencies contribute 
out of their receipts and from which 
Boards and Agencies whose receipts 
are low are given funds to operate. 
Thus, for instance, through the Equali- 
zation Fund, the Board of Women’s 
Work, which received less than half 
its budget, had its income brought up 
to about 71% of its budget. Where 
did the money come from? Actually, 
most of it came from World Missions 
receipts which are always more gen- 
erous than any other. This year the 
Equalization Fund yielded $334,323, 
which was divided proportionately 
among 10 different Boards and 
Agencies. An examination of the fig- 
ures shows that, after the money was 
deducted which the various Boards 
and Agencies put into the pot to be- 
gin with, virtually the entire amount 
distributed came from the Board of 
World Missions, together with the 
Board of Annuities and Relief. 


Now the Church’s program must be 
implemented. But the Church must 
also recognize what it is doing: effect- 
ing the support of programs and 
agencies against the will of the 
Church’s membership by taking money 
that the people give to one cause and 
transferring it to another. 


The solution of the problem is not 
an easy one to discover. But the Gen- 
eral Council this year is taking a step 
which will make it worse: it is recom- 
mending that the Assembly direct it 
to draw up plans looking towards “a 
central treasurer for the Assembly’s 
benevolence causes, together with a 
plan designed to equalize more fully 


(Cont. on p. 18, Col. 1) 





SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 
Elders: 


Ministers: 
Elders: 


Indian 


John H. Mueller 
C. L. Davidson. 


Shawnee 


Robert Ray. 
Marion R. Cobb. 
Southwest Oklahoma 


David B. Davies. 


F. L. Lewis. 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 
Elders: 
Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 
Elders: 
Ministers: 
Elders: 


Ministers: 
Elders: 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Bethel 
J. E. Wayland, E. L. Oakes, S. 
B. Hoyt, Jr. 
J. S. Edmunds, A. O. Jones, Jr., 
Coit Wilson. 
Charleston 
Richard G. Laurens, 
M. Wardlaw. 
L. H. Hay, A. F. Henderson. 
Congaree 
Alex M. Mitchell, A. Douglas 
McArn, Archie C. Graham. 
Henry S. Johnson, Richard H. 
de Montmollin, James H. Ma- 


gill. 
Enoree 
Robert G. Balnicky, B. L. Eller, 
Jr., Mare C. Weersing. 
Otis N. Gibson, Rufus N. Ward, 
Carl O. Bates. 
Harmony 
J. E. Adkins, L. H. Lancaster. 
W. A. Coleman, W. A. Tisdale. 
Pee Dee 
J. D. Matthews, L. M. Brearley. 
C. S. McLaurin, G. W. Stuart. 
Piedmont 


Warren 


John R. Hornick, Gerald H. 
Kirby. 

B. F. Hagood, Sr., Bruce H. 
Stribling. 


South Carolina 
B. Herman Dillard, Robert L. 
Alexander. 
W. Bruce Ezell, W. Fred Irwin. 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 


Ministers: 
Elders: 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 


Columbia 
Ernest F. Baulch. 
Charles M. Harris. 

Memphis 
William Burton, John K. John- 
son, R. Christy Morgan, R. P. 
Richardson, Jr., Henry Edward 
Russell. 
Cliff W. Coleman, Eugene Ear- 
ly, C. C. Gillespie, R. S. Hall, 
J. D. McClanahan. 

Nashville 
Cecil G. Culverhouse, Robert F. 
Inman, C. T. Baker, Jr. 
C. Lawrence Winn, J. 
Crockett, Frank Edwards. 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 
Brazos 

Joe M. Owen, Gary M. Jones, 
James D. Caldwell, Wm. L. Van 
Auken, George C. Bradford, 
David Worth Roberts, H. H. 
Hopper, John E. Toppins. 
Thomas F, Williams, David Red, 
W. Robb Nisbet, Earl F. Wal- 
borg, Harry H. Hurst, Raleigh 
Bishop, G. H. Cassil, Nolan 
Boyd. 

Central Texas 
Ben F. Gutierrez, John H. Bran- 
non, John C. Johnson, Haves 
R. White. 


Vaulx 


(Cont. on p. 18, Col. 1) 
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To be a Christian 


JOINING ‘THE CHURCH 


FOLLOWING is the sixth in a projected series of eight devotional studies 
which will appear until Easter, suitable for use by special study groups 
preparing for Church Membership.—Ed. 


What does it mean to join the 
church? Most of us think of it as com- 
ing to belong to a local congregation. 
You will remember that when we first 
considered the Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in an earlier study, we 
drew attention to the fact that the 
word is used in several different 
senses. 


Sometimes we speak of Christian 
people as the Body of Christ, members 
of the true Church. We spell that word 
with a capital “C’” and often refer to 
it as the “invisible” Church, by which 
we mean to say that only God knows 
the true believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But these Christian people 
gather themselves together in local 
congregations, desiring to associate 
themselves together in a fellowship 
and so we speak of local churches in 
the plural. This word “church” is 
usually spelled with a small “ec”. It 
refers to the body which we probably 
have in mind when we think of joining 
the church. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The act of “joining” the church 
most practically has reference to a de- 
nomination such as the Lutheran de- 
nomination or the Episcopalian denom- 
ination or the various Baptist denom- 
inations. In this sense the Presby- 
terian denomination is a church, identi- 
fied in an overall body called the Gen- 
eral Assembly; which is divided into 
smaller regional organizations, called 
synods, about the size of states; and 
which, in turn, are divided into stil] 
smaller groupings called presbyteries; 
represented by the smallest grouping, 
that of congregations. 


Now it is possible for a congregation 
to function without a church building 
just as it is possible for a family to 
function without a house of its own. 
But it is usually the dream of every 
family to have a house and when it 
acquires one it calls that place “home”. 


MANFORD GEO. GUTZKE, D.D., Ph.D. 


And in much the same way a congre- 
gation acquires a building which comes 
to be identified with it as its “home”, 
taking on the name which properly 
belongs to the congregation itself, as 
the “Covenant Presbyterian Church.” 


Each congregation is a sort of self- 
contained unit with its own program 
and its officers. And when you 
speak of joining the church, it is 
usually to this self-contained unit that 
you refer. 


That is not to say that your rela- 
tionship is only to the local congre- 
gation when you join the church. By 
no means. As a member of the “Cov- 
enant” church, for instance, you are 
also a member of the Presbyterian 
Church considered as a whole. I do not 
mean that you belong to every congre- 
gation in the same sense but rather 
that you become an intimate part of 
the whole. 


Perhaps you once joined the army— 
or some other branch of the military 
service. As a member of the army, 
you were particularly identified with 
one outfit, say the 251st Battalion. 
Whenever someone asked, “What out- 
fit?” you replied, “The 25ist Bat- 
talion’”. As a soldier you belonged 
to the army, but your particular con- 
nection was with a local unit. So it 
is with the church. 


Within the local church there is or- 
der and government based — as we 
believe — on the Scriptural designa- 
nation of officers. These officers 
are the elected representatives of the 
congregation in whose hands the af- 
fairs of the congregation are placed. 
Chief among them are the elders who 
are responsible for the spiritual life 
of the church including its total pro- 
gram of worship, education, evan- 
gelism and discipline. Among. these 
other things the elders are responsible 
for admitting persons to membership 
in the church. 


If you desire to join a Presbyterian 
congregation, you must appear before 
the elders of that congregation who 
are banded together in a body called 
the “session”. These men will ask 
you certain questions when you pre- 
sent yourself, not because they want 
to know how smart you are but be- 
cause they want to know the basis 
of your spiritual experience. When 
you go to a doctor, the doctor asks 
you questions to determine the state 
of your health, not to find out how 
smart you are. And when you come 
before the session seeking to join a 
Presbyterian congregation, the session 
asks you questions in order to deter- 
mine the state of your spiritual health. 


THE MEMBERSHIP VOWS 


The questions for membership are 
also asked for much the same reason 
that questions are asked when you 
get married. In a wedding the bride 
and groom know, ahead of time, what 
questions will be asked of them and 
they know what they intend to say 
by way of reply. But the vows are 
taken openly as a public testimony of 
the step they are taking. So it is in 
the experience of joining a church. 


After the session has assembled and 
you, as a prospective member, have 
been introduced, the first question 
asked is, “Do you understand that 
you are a sinner in the sight of God?” 
(Rom. 5:12). This question points 
up the necessity for an attitude of 
mind and heart in which a person seek- 
ing God recognizes that he is not right 
before God. This attitude is neces- 
sary, according to the Bible, for any- 
one who expects to know God and feel 
His blessing. You may say, “Not me! 
I am a good person.” Such an atti- 
tude shuts the door in the face of 
God’s blessing. As Jesus said, “I came 
not to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance” (Matt. 9:13). 
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The second question you must an- 
swer is, “Do you believe that Jesus 
Christ, of whom the Bible speaks, is 
the Son of God and the Savior of sin- 
ners?” (John 1:1-18). In other words, 
do you truly believe that the Man of 
Nazareth is Deity? You probably can- 
not explain everything associated with 
that thought, but the intent of the 
question is, “Do you accept what the 
Bible and the Church teach about 
Him?” It is also the intent of the 
question to determine whether you 
truly orient your spiritual understand- 
ing in terms of this One: The Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


A further question is this: “Do 
you believe that Christ Jesus came to 
die for sinners?” (I Tim. 1:15). The 
question might have been, “Do you 
believe the Gospel?” for the fact that 
the Lord Jesus came to die for sinners 
is the Gospel. The intent of this 
question is to determine the nature of 
your understanding of Christ. If you 
reply, “I think that He came to 
teach us how to obey the Command- 
ments” you would not have a true 
Christian understanding of the pur- 
pose of the Lord Jesus in coming. 


Still another question is: “Have you 
received Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour?” (Acts 16:31). This is the 
basic question of them all. It is asked 
to determine the nature of your own 
relationship to the Lord. If you would 
reply, “I admire Him and I try to live 
by the Sermon on the Mount”, you 
are not yet prepared to take your 
place in the church as a Christian. 
Sometimes, if the person is very 
young, the question may be changed 
a little. Sometimes I ask, “If you 
were to die tonight, do you believe 
that Jesus Christ would take you to 
heaven?” If you really believe the 
Lord Jesus died for you, that’s what 
you believe. It will be your assur- 
ance that should you not live out this 
day, should you die, you will be taken 
into the presence of God there to be 
received as one whose sins have been 
forgiven. 


At this point 1 would emphasize 
again that you do not join the church 
because you are good or because you 
expect to be good or because you 
favor all the good things that are done 
by Christian people. The big thing 
is, “Have you received Jesus Christ 
as your Savior for the salvation of 
your soul?” If you understand that 
you personally will be saved by the 


Lord Jesus Christ then you can belong 
to the church. This is basic and suf- 
ficient for church membership. You 
don’t have to understand all Presby- 
terian doctrine. You don’t even have 
to accept all the details of Presby- 
terian doctrine. But you must be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ died that you, 
a sinner, might be forgiven. 


But there are still one or two other 
questions usually asked, such as, “Do 
you promise, God helping you, that 
you will try to live as you think a 
Christian ought to live?” Most peo- 
ple joining the church intend to do 
just that but it is a good thing to say 
so. I realize that there are people in 
the church who seem to make no ef- 
fort to live as Christ Jesus would have 
them live, but they didn’t get into 
the church without promising that 
they would try with the help of the 
Holy Spirit! 


A final question is, “Will you sup- 
port this church to the best of your 
ability in its work and its worship?” 
In other words, will you do your 
share? Will you take your place and 
do your part, whether large or small? 


Having answered these questions, a 
person is enrolled as a member of the 
congregation. Usually he is asked to 
repeat his vows in the presence of the 
congregation as a public testimony. 
And if he was not baptized in infancy, 
he is baptized — usually before the 
congregation. 


EFFECT OF JOINING 
THE CHURCH 


Someone may ask, “What difference 
does it make whether I join a church 
or not?” 


For one thing, it matters whether 
you take your public stand with God’s 
people. The Lord Jesus said, “Who- 
soever therefore shall confess me be- 
fore men, him will I confess also be- 
fore my Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 10:32). Let me put it this 
way: there is nothing you can do on 
earth which will be more pleasing to 
Jesus Christ. The one thing that we 
can do pleasing to the Father is to 
stand up when His Name is called. 


Then, there is the added spiritual 
blessing received in our church rela- 
tionships. The Apostle Paul spoke of 
the various parts of the body being 
unable to get along without each other 
and so it is in the church. A hand, 
by itself, is nothing unless it is at- 
tached to a body, but in its proper 
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connection it not only serves itself 
but it performs a function from which 
the whole body benefits. A Chris- 
tian, by himself, is nothing unless he 
is related to the Body of Christ, but 
in his proper connection he not only 
serves himself but he serves and is 
served by all the other members work- 
ing together. As the Scripture says. 
“. . . the whole body fitly joined to- 
gether and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself, in 
love” (Eph. 4:16). There are just 
some things receivable in the “com- 
munion of saints” that are not receiv- 
able alone. 


As a member of a particular Pres- 
byterian congregation, you have ¢er- 
tain privileges. For one thing, you 
can vote in the affairs of the congre- 
gation. You can cast your ballot in 
the election of officers, in the selec- 
tion of a minister, in major matters 
affecting church property. 


Then, too, you will feel that you 
“belong”. You will participate in 
worship and in the program of the 
ehurch. Your children will benefit 
from the instruction of the Sunday 
School. You will bring them, as in- 
fants, for the Sacrament of Baptism. 
You will join your fellow-members reg- 
ularly about the Lord’s Table. When 
your children marry it will be in their 
spiritual “home.” When a member of 
your family dies he will be buried 
from the church. (Not, I hope from 
a funeral “parlor’’). 


You will have a part in the on-going 
work of the Kingdom of God and the 
spreading of the Gospel. Because 
Presbyterians are working in Mexico, 
you will have a part in the work of 
the Church in Mexico; because Presby- 
terians support an orphanage or school 
in such and such a place, you will 
have a part in the support of that 
orphanage or school. 


The fact that you “belong” will al- 
so have a sort of “reverse” effect. 
There may be four or five Presby- 
terian congregations in your city, but 
the one you belong to is your own 
congregation. Some of the other con- 
gregations may have better preachers 
than yours but your ties and respon- 
sibilities are with the one you joined. 
If I am a sailor and assigned to a 
particular ship, that is my ship for 


(Cont. on p. 18, Col. 3) 





Two Viewpoints— 
One Picture 


Remember the fable of the two 
knights arguing about the color of a 
shield because they were looking at it 
from opposite sides? Sometimes that 
can happen in theological debate: per- 
sons of differing viewpoints can look 
at the same set of facts and draw dif- 
ferent conclusions. 


Recently the Moderator, Dr. Thomp- 
son, had occasion to comment on the 
tensions existing in areas where North- 
ern and Southern Presbyterians work 
together. Because we did not want to 
misquote the Moderator we asked him 
to tell us what he said. He has written 
us as follows: 


“What I said about tensions be- 
tween the UPUSA and the US Churches 
in Texas was to this effect: Reports 
which have come to me from various 
sources indicate that comity relations 
between United Presbyterians and U. 


Radio And Religion 


The story on p. 4 about the radio 
station that devotes less than one-half 
of one percent of its time to religious 
broadcasting deserves attention. 


Just a few years ago every radio 
station devoted time to religious broad- 
casting “in the public interest.”’ Then, 
in an effort to choke off the large 
flow of conservative religious program- 
ming (Back to God Hour, Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour, etc., etc.) as well 
as admittedly “bad” religious broad- 
casting (we have all heard the inco- 
herent screaming over some stations), 
the National Council of Churches came 
right out in a campaign to decrease 
“paid” or “independent” religious 
broadcasting. The NCC wanted (and 
said so) to vest the guidance and con- 
trol of religious broadcasting in itself. 
But the actual effect of its campaign 
was to indicate to the stations that they 
didn’t have to give so much time to 
religion after all. Many stations went 
so far as to cut off sustaining pro- 
grams of long standing, such as the 
11:00 o’clock Sunday Worship hour. 


The NCC sowed the wind. It reaped 
the whirlwind. 


S. Presbyterians have deteriorated in 
parts of Texas and also in sections of 
Florida since the failure of the re- 


union negotiations. If this is true, 
it is most unfortunate. It is in these 
two states, Texas and Florida, that 
we are now having our greatest 
growth. It is here, therefore, that 
there is the greatest need of comity 
arrangements in order that the re- 
sources of the two churches may be 
used to the best advantage ... The 
tensions, so far as I discovered them 
in Texas and in Florida, are in the 
field of Church Extension. In places, 
according to my information, the two 
churches are building somewhat in 
competition with one another rather 
than in cooperation.” 


We would agree that such tension 
is unfortunate. But we would dis- 
agree with the Moderator as to its 
cause. Some of us recognize basic 
differences in the philosophy of the 
life and ministry of the Church be- 





tween the UPUSA and the US 
branches of Presbyterianism. When 
differing viewpoints come _ together, 
someone surrenders his viewpoint or 
there is a clash. Oil and water don’t 
mix. As the Moderator has observed, 
this is being demonstrated in areas 
where cooperation and “unity” are 
hardest at work. 


We are reminded that within the 
past year the Synod of Texas, which 
had appointed a committee to work 
out details of a plan of united or fed- 
erated work with the opposite Synod 
of Texas, finally had to drop the whole 
matter as being “unworkable.” There 
were too many differences in the way 
the two ecclesiastical bodies operated. 


This is why we oppose this particular 
church union. We are disinclined to 
surrender our witness and lose much 
that we stand for in order to decrease 
tension. “Come into my parlor, said 
the spider to the fly.” We would 
rather not. 


DIJORIALS 


Quoting Unbelievers 


We often have had occasion to no- 
tice that some evangelical preachers 
habitually illustrate their sermons with 
quotations from unbelievers, both 
pagan philosophers and modern radi- 
cal theologians. Making a point about 
the Gospel they will say, for instance, 
“... as Rousseau aptly observes...” 
or “in the words of William James’ 


profound insight;” or “. . . as Harry 
Emerson Fosdick correctly under- 
stands ae 

Every preacher and teacher oc- 


casionally has something good to say. 
Even Mickey Spillane may conceivably 
write a morally appropriate line or 
two, in time. But we find it hard to 
see the point of illustrating a Gospel 
message with contributions from 
sources distinctly removed from the 
Gospel. 


The point we are making applies 
especially to contemporary theologians 
and religionists outside the Evangelical 
stream. When a minister quotes an 
author from the pulpit he plants the 
suggestion that this person has made 
or is making a contribution worthy of 
note. The untrained occupant of the 


pew may next hear that author’s 
name in an entirely different context 
— one in which his opinions should 
be rejected. But he will be inclined 
to receive him with approbation be- 
cause he has already heard him quoted 
with approval. 





Shall We Retreat? 


The number of ordained ministers 
who have in recent years applied to 
and been appointed by the Board of 
World Missions has been so far be- 
low the needs of the various mission 
fields that retrenchment seems inevit- 
able. 


Nowhere has this been more true 
than in Korea where the evangelistic 
forces are sorely depleted. This is 
now coming to a climax, for failure 
to adequately staff our mission sta- 
tions there will probably bring about 
the closing of Mokpo station, strategi-- 
cally located in southwest Korea and 
across from the island of Cheju which 
is a province itself. 


There are two tragedies implicit in 
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this — the failure of our church to 
reach a part of Korea assigned to us 
and for which we have assumed re- 
sponsibility for many years. And, the 
probability that this area will be pen- 
etrated by cultic or divisive forces 
simply waiting for such opportunities 
to scatter and destroy. 


Surely there are some young min- 
isters in our church who have the 
training, the health and the willing- 
ness to offer themselves for service on 
the mission fields of the world today? 


—L. N. B. 





The Kremlin Smiles 


shaping of interna- 
tional policies to conform to our 
increasing (probably unconscious) 
trust in the words and motives of the 
Kremlin continues. 


The gradual 


Chancellor Konrad Adenauer 
brought to America some blunt words 
of warning which may go unheeded at 
the level where final decisions are 
made. 


America’s dilemma is that she has 
no territorial or economic aspirations 
against others while at the same time 
she wants peace more than anything 
else. Because of this attitude we are 
willing to grasp at any suggestion 
which Russia may offer hoping that 
a relaxation of tension and the cessa- 
tion of the cold war may thereby be 
hastened. 


However, if we fail to appreciate 
Russia’s real motives and her avowed 
plans for world domination, we will 
continue to play directly into her 
hands. 


Adenauer strongly warned all here 
in America who would listen against 
any compromise on Berlin. Pointedly 
he showed how world tensions are the 
direct result of Russia’s actions and 
that if she is sincere let Russia make 
the necessary concessions. Otherwise, 
he pointed out, we are playing right 
into the long-range plans of this na- 
tion which has already brought so 
much suffering and sorrow to the 
world. 


It should not take too much an- 
alysis of recent history to enable us to 
distinguish between an olive branch 
and a booby trap. 


—L. N. B. 








A Layman And His Church 


ONE SOUTHERNER SPEAKS 


Can a white Southerner, a Christian, 
look at the problem of race relations 
and come up with an objective phil- 
osophy in a time when there are those 
who advocate views all the way from 
that of denying to the Negro even the 
possession of a soul, to racial inter- 
marriage as the perfect solution? 


One can try, and he proposes to do 
so, even though the resulting phil- 
osophy is satisfactory only to his own 
conscience and his God. 


Here the basic demand is that on 
every occasion we shall show to Ne- 
groes the same courtesy and considera- 
tion we would show to anyone else. 


At the same time, we reserve the 
right to both Negroes and Whites to 
choose their own friends and asso- 
ciates for social contacts, and would 
both resent and resist those who would 
choose them for us. 


We in the South no longer live in 
a slave social order, and it is regret- 
table that we find ourselves forced to 
action rather than to have initiated 
such action ourselves. Where Negroes 
have progressed by education and 
training to the point where they re- 
quire public services commensurate 
with their needs, these needs are event- 
ually going to be met, and we will be 
wise to admit the fact and adjust our 
way of life accordingly. 


Nevertheless the fact remains that 
in many parts of the South, not only 
is the ratio of Negroes. greater 
than that of Whites, but also in these 
areas the majority of Negroes are to- 
tally unprepared for social contacts 
of any kind. Seeing and knowing lo- 
eal situations, the prospect of unre- 
stricted relationships is unbearable to 
white citizens. They know the hy- 
genic, amoral and health problems in- 
volved and they will resist, often in 
violent ways, any attempt to impose 
on them a social relationship which is 
untenable not only for themselves but 
also for their children. The North 
will be wise to recognize that these 
people have more than prejudice back 
of their adamant stand, — they are 
face to face with reality. 


At the same time, the South must 
recognize that within the Negro race 
there are an increasing number who 
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through education and spiritual de- 
velopment have long since passed from 
the primitive conditions of their fath- 
ers, and they deeply resent for them- 
selves the discriminations and humili- 
ations to which their fathers were 
forced to submit. This younger gen- 
eration is demanding certain rights 
which are theirs as American citizens 
and which their people (in principle) 
are accorded in other parts of the na- 
tion. 


The South’s dilemma stems from an 
attempt to live in a world which no 
longer exists; failure to recognize this 
new generation of educated Negroes; 
a deep-seated fear where white people 
are in a minority; and a leap forward 
in imagination to the time when they 
see their children and those of the 
Negro race engaged in unrestricted so- 
cial contacts. 


To take these fears in reverse or- 
der: The overwhelming majority of 
white people believe that the mixing 
of races — any races — is wrong. 
That there exist many mulattoes is 
but living evidence of evil which has 
gone before and for which there is 
no moral excuse. These white people 
(and the writer is one who feels 
strongly about the matter) look upon 
such alliances as contrary to nature; 
if not biologically, certainly sociologi- 
cally. That extremists are now ad- 
vocating interracial marriage as the 
ultimate solution to the race problem, 
increases the tension and resistance 
of those who are convinced that this 
is folly. Particularly do they deeply 
resent this philosophy when it is ad- 
vocated in Christian circles, and their 
sons and daughters find themselves 
confronted with this “Christian con- 
cept” as the “ultimate solution” and 
often unprepared to answer older and 
sometimes very persuasive individuals. 


It is to this that the imagination 
of the average white Christian ulti- 
mately goes, and he has an ultimate 
answer too: Paul said “all things are 
lawful . . . but all things are not ex- 
pedient.” This is the Christian an- 
swer. 


It is because professional race re- 
lations enthusiasts have failed to dis- 
tinguish between that which is legal 


(Cont. on p. 18, Col. 2) 











“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED ‘tO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, 5. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird's Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mor.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr-.Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 24, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Hunger For Righteousness 


Bible Material: Matthew 5:6-7; 13:44-46; 18:21-35 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 42 


Today we are thinking about a special kind of hun- 
ger: spiritual hunger. Now two things are to be con- 
sidered when we think of a feast: food and appetite; 
good food and plenty of it, and a good appetite to go 
along with it. When I was a boy we had very simple 
food; milk and butter and buttermilk and homemade 
bread and mush, but I had an appetite which made 
these simple things taste like a feast. Some weeks ago 
I was sent a lovely basket of the choicest fruit, but my 
appetite was gone and I could only admire its beauty. 


Salvation is a feast of the best that God has for us, 
but if we have no desire, no spiritual appetite, then it 
does not appeal to us. Jesus said, “Blessed are they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled” (or satisfied). Some people seem to 
have little or no appetite for spiritual food. They 
may eat plenty to keep their bodies strong, and will 
get a tonic if their appetite becomes poor, but they are 
not alarmed when they have no real hunger for God 
or for the blessings that God has for the soul. If we 
just knew it, this righteousness which God offers is a 
pearl of great price: it would pay us to sell all we have, 
like the man in the parable, and buy this pearl. 


Hunger for righteousness is really hunger for God, 
for the Lord is our Righteousness. He alone can make 
us righteous. He alone can fill us with all the ful- 
ness of God and satisfy our souls. The soul of man 
cannot be satisfied on the food which this world 
furnishes. David was a man who thirsted for God. 
In our Devotional Reading from Psalm 42 he explains: 
“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, 
for the living God: when shall I come and appear be- 
fore God? My tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they continually say unto me, Where is thy 
God?” Have we wept because of our thirst after God? 
Let us ask ourselves some very simple, but searching 
questions in treating our lesson for today. I have tried 
to ask some of these questions of my own heart and the 
answers have not been very satisfactory, I am afraid. 
God can make us hungry and we can pray that He 
will make us hunger and thirst after Him and after 
His righteousness. He can give us a deep longing for 
spiritual food. 


1. Are we hungry and thirsty for God? Do we long 
for His Presence in our hearts and lives? Or, are we 
contented just with earthly companions and earthly 
friendship? Can we say with the poet, 


PAGE 11 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 13, 1960 


“Lord, make thyself to me, 

A living, bright reality; 

More present to faith’s vision keen, 
Than any earthly object seen; 

More dear, more intimately nigh 
Then e’en the sweetest earthly tie.” 


Enoch walked with God and one day God said to 
him, “Enoch we are nearer my home than your's. 
Come, and go home with me today” (Wells). And 
he “was not” for God took him. Some of the Old 
Testament saints had wonderful experiences walking 
and talking with God. Paul said, “For me to live is 
Christ.” The Lord was his constant companion. John 
speaks of the fellowship which we have with the Fath- 
er and with His Son, Jesus Christ. Do we earnestly 
desire such a fellowship? I am sure we do at times. 
But is there a deep hunger in our hearts for Him? 
Does it make us seek for Him with our whole hearts? 
They that seek shall find. This is one prayer He will 
answer, if we pray earnestly. May He give us all this 
hunger and thirst! 


2. Are we hungry for a knowledge of God? To know 
Him? He has revealed Himself in nature. Do we see 
Him in earth and sky? Do the heavens declare the 
glory of God to us? Do the wonders and beauties of 
the world around us speak of the power and goodness 
of God? Does all nature sing His praises? He reveals 
Himself in the Bible. Do we love the Word of God? 
Or do we neglect it for newspapers and magazines? Can 
we say with the psalmist, “O, how I love thy law; it 
is my meditation day and night”? God has revealed 
Himself in Jesus Christ. He is our living Savior. Do 
we practice the presence of Christ in our daily lives? 
Is He the Unseen Guest and the Listener to all our 
conversation? He reveals Himself in prayer. One 
third of prayer is listening for His voice. Do we be- 
come still, that we may know Him? He reveals Him- 
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self in His House as we worship Him. 
the House of God and are we glad when they say to 


Do we love 


us, “Let us go into the House of the Lord’? I am 
sure that we can answer some of these questions in 
a satisfactory way, but we can pray that God will in- 
crease our appetite for a real knowledge of Him, for to 
know Him and Jesus Christ Whom He has sent, is 
to have eternal life. 


3. Are we hungry for the wisdom which comes down 
from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy? He gives 
such wisdom to all who ask for it. It is worth more 
than silver and gold and precious stones. Do we ever 
lean unto our own understanding? The world spends 
a large part of its time obtaining earthly wisdom. How 
much time do we spend seeking for the wisdom which 
He alone can give? In Him are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. If we ask, seek, knock, 
these treasures will be ours. He will make us wise 
unto salvation and wise to do our work. He gives 
liberally to those who are hungry and thirsty. 


4. What about our Faith? Are we satisfied with 
what we have? God honors even a weak faith, but we 
should not feel contented with just enough to save us. 
We ought to pray, “Lord, increase our faith!” We 
should desire a faith which can work wonders for us 
as it did for men of old; a faith like that of Noah, or 
Abraham, or Moses or Paul. We should be hungry 
for a stronger faith. Moody said there were two ways 
of travelling to heaven; first class and second class. 
The second class traveller says, “When I am afraid, I 
trust in the Lord.” The first class traveller says, “I 
will trust and not be afraid.” 


5. Is our hope like an anchor of the soul, sure and 
steadfast? We live in a stormy world and we need such 
an anchor. Is it like a bright star in a dark sky telling 
us of brighter days to come? Is it like the beautiful 
blossom on a fruit tree which speaks of the harvest to 
come? Hope is based upon faith and the stronger our 
faith, the brighter will be our hope. The man with- 
out Christ has nothing to look forward to: we have 
all the promise of a God who cannot lie. “The best 
is yet to be” for the Christian. 


6. Do we love God with all our heart, soul, mind 
and strength? And our neighbor as ourselves? Do we 
hunger and thirst for such a love? Or are we satisfied 
with a small portion? In speaking to the church at 
Ephesus Christ said that their trouble was in not loving 
Him as they did at first. Has our love grown cold or 
lukewarm? In calling Peter unto the work, Jesus said 
to him, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? If you 
do, feed my sheep and my lambs.” So, Christ may be 
speaking to us today. Paul prays for an abounding 
love. This is the sort we need; a love that “grows and 


glows” stronger and warmer all the time. May God 
make us hungry for such a love! 
7. Do we have peace, perfect peace? Or are we 


restless and troubled about many things? “My peace 
I have given unto you,” said Jesus to His disciples. 
This was His legacy to them. He had no estate or 
fortune with which to endow His followers. We do 
not read of His having any money; Judas kept the 
“bag”. Do we long for such a peace, for sweet peace, 
the gift of God’s love? It means a lot to us if we can 





rest in that peace with hearts untroubled by all the 
sorrows and trials of the world. 


8. Is our Joy full? He came that this might be 
true of us. It was the joy set before Him that enabled 
Him to endure the cross. Paul says for us to rejoice 
in the Lord always. Do we long for such joy? I 
suppose everybody wants to be happy, but are we seek- 
ing joy in the right way, and in the right things? Do 
we covet the joy that He alone can give? 


9. How about our patience? Are we ever impatient 
with our fellowmen or even with God? Have we 
learned to “Wait on the Lord”? “They that wait on 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall run 
and not be weary; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall walk and not faint.” Do we 
ever grow weary of being good and doing good? Pa- 
tience, or endurance, is a fine gift of the Spirit. 


10. How often are we ready to forgive our brother? 
Until seven time, or until seventy times seven? (See 
Matthew 18:21-35 where Jesus tells the story of the 
unmerciful, or unforgiving servant, which is part of 
our lesson for today). No one has ever sinned against 
us as we have sinned against God. No one owes us 
the debt we owe God. If He forgives us we should 
be more than willing to forgive our brother. Do we 
hunger and thirst after a forgiving spirit? “Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 


These are some of the questions that run through 
my mind as I think of the main verse of our lesson: 
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled.” God _ has 
spread a feast for us: “Ho, everyone that thirsteth, 
come ye and buy wine and milk without money and 
without price.” Jesus said a certain man made a feast, 
but when he sent for the guests, they would not come. 
They had other business. They had no appetite for 
the food on God's table. Do we hunger and thirst 
for all these “good things” and many more? May God 
make us hungry and thirsty! 





reed PRESBYTERIAN 

JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 

Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 








WANTED 
Christian couple needed as Houseparents for boys’ 
dormitory at church affiliated high school located 
in northeastern Georgia. Man would also super- 
vise student work program assignments. 
Reply 


"School" — c/o THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 





SUMMER CHURCH WORK sought by college Junior. 
Trained in secretarial, music and youth areas. 
References available. Write Miss Joan Anderson, 
Box 106, King College, Bristol, Tenn. 





PAGE 12 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 13, 1960 





















YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 24, 1960 


YOUTH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Town And Country Churches 


Scripture—Mark 4:1-20 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


It seems quite certain that most Presbyterians are 
members of city churches, but the majority of our 
churches are still in town and country situations. We 
can well afford to be thankful for the strength and 
prosperity of our large city churches, but we must 
not overlook the importance of the town and country 
churches. Sometimes it appears that denominational 
programs are planned with the city churches mainly 
in mind. Small town and rural churches must adapt 
ideas and materials to their own needs as best they 
can. In recent years there has been increasing recog- 
nition of the specific needs and problems of the town 
and country churches. This has been a healthy de- 
velopment. 


In this program we shall look at the contributions, 
problems, and tasks of the town and country churches. 


First Speaker: 


There is an unfortunate tendency to judge the im- 
portance of a church by the number of its members 
and the amount of its contributions. According to 
these standards most of the town and country churches 
do not rate very well. There are other contributions 
to the life of the church which are at least as important 
as money and membership, and in many of these 
the town and rural churches rate much better. 


Let us take a look at some of these other contribu- 
tions. (1) In these communities and in their churches 
we find strong adherence to the fundamental beliefs 
of our faith. (2) Along with the fundamental the- 
ological beliefs we find high standards of Christian 
conduct opposition to drinking, gambling, and 
other forms of worldliness. (3) We find strict in- 
sistence upon Sabbath observance and upon faithful- 
ness to the work and worship of the church. In short, 
the great spiritual values which have made our nation 
strong are found in large measure in our town and 
country churches. 


In general, the population movement in our nation 
has been from country and town to the large cities. 
This means that the great city churches receive many 
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of their members from smaller town and country 
churches. Many of the leaders in the large city 
churches received their leadership experience and 
their sound training in the faith in town and country 
churches. If anything, the town and country churches 
have produced more than their share of ministers and 
missionaries. Anyone who says these churches are un- 
important just because they are small, has never con- 
sidered these facts which show what great contribu- 
tions have been made by the town and country 
churches. 


Second Speaker: 

The rural churches have some problems which are 
very particularly their own. The first is their small- 
ness, and out of this problem grow many others. 1838 
of the 3948 churches in our General Assembly have 
less than 100 members! Most of these small churches 
are in town and country situations. The average town 
and country church is a small church. The popula- 
tion in many of these communities continues to shrink 
as people move to the cities. In many cases, the prob- 
lem of smallness is likely to become worse as time goes 
on. When churches are very small and growing small- 
er, it is easy to become discouraged. There is not 
enough money to provide the kind of program and 
buildings that are needed. There are not enough peo- 
ple to provide adequate leadership and to make the 
work of the church really challenging. It is hard to 
have interesting young people’s programs in a congre- 
gation which includes only two or three young people. 
Many of the small town and rural churches find it 
difficult, if not impossible, to secure the services of a 
minister. These problems are real, and they are not 
easily solved. 

Third Speaker: 

What are the town and country churches to do? (1) 

They must get over some of their pessimism, and recog- 


nize their own importance and usefulness to the Lord. 
(Cont. on p. 17) 
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(CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY) 


CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


May: ... Of Christian Home Life 
Ephesians 5:21 - 6:9 





Our topic, this month, “Christ, the Unifying Center 
of Christian Home Life”, is based on a significant pas- 
sage in Paul’s Letter to the church at Ephesus. Al- 
though we are thinking of Christian home life — and 
that is the heart of the passage — our topic could well 
be Christian social life, because the passage treats of 
matters beyond the scope of immediate family relations 
as we shall see. 


This part of the book of Ephesians belongs to the 
relation between God and His people, indicating how 
Christians are to live in His favor and under His bless- 
ing. That is to say, these instructions are not for all 
people as human beings living independently of God. 
Do not misunderstand me. The course of action that 
we will examine is not a course of action suited to 
ordinary human capabilities. This is not the sort of 
thing that a human being naturally inclined, either has 
the disposition or the strength to go through with. 


Here is a course of action for believers. As you 
know, the significant thing about people who believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ is not that they are any better 
than other people, but rather that they have help! 
Christians have confidence in the strength of the Power 
that is in them, the Holy Spirit of God. This con- 
fidence enables them to yield in certain situations that, 
from the human point of view, seem impossible. As 
believers, they are able to accept even the impossible 
in the complete confidence that God is overall, that 
He is their Father, and that He not only will work out 
all things for their good, but will also strengthen them 
to live in a manner pleasing to Him. This we must 
keep in mind from the very beginning. 


The passage before us begins with a text. If you 
keep this text as a “clue” in mind, (the 2lst verse of 
the 5th chapter), everything that the Apostle says 
about family and social living will become clear. The 
pattern is this: “Submitting yourselves one to another 
in the fear of God”. That phrase is the conclusion of 
a long sentence which begins back in verse 18 and 
which we probably should consider as a background 
for this key thought. 


Speaking to Christian people (who have acquired 
the disposition or the inclination for such conduct) , 
the Apostle writes, “And be not drunk with wine” 
(which is to say, do not depend upon natural elements 
for stimulation in the course of action you expect to 
follow) “But be filled with the Spirit” (which is to 
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Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 


say, let your whole consciousness be dominated by the 
Holy Spirit of God) . 


“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
hearts to the Lord”. Here is an interesting insight into 
the significance of Christian singing. In song we take 
certain ideas, express them in pleasing words and 
phrases and repeat them over and over. The music 
makes it pleasant and provides a setting for the words 
and something to remember them by. We sing, “What 
a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs 
to bear; what a privilege to carry everything to God in 
prayer” and as we hum that over and over to ourselves 
and sing it in our gatherings, first thing you know we 
begin to feel the truth of the fact that “What a Friend 
we have in Jesus!” 


“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and 
the Father in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. Had 
you ever associated the giving of thanks with being 
filled with the Spirit? It belongs. Giving thanks to 
God actually opens up the heart, like opening the 
damper on a stove. It gives the Spirit the opportunity 
to move in and through you. And we might add, in 
passing, that there is no better way to qualify for future 
blessings than to give thanks for yesterday’s benefits, 
so surely will blessing come again. In any event, our 
thanksgiving — as all our prayers — is in the Name 
of Jesus Christ. Every good thing that has ever hap- 
pened to me is mine because Jesus Christ died for me. 


All this belongs to the experience of being filled 
with the Spirit. 


A GUIDING PRINCIPLE 


Still another guiding principle belongs to this ex- 
perience of being filled with the Spirit: “Submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of God”. It just 
happens to be a fact that so long as we are stubborn 
and unyielded, we will never be filled with the Spirit. 

How does one yield to God? He is not standing 
visibly before us, blocking our way, making demands 
upon us to which we can yield. But He does appear in 
our daily circumstances and as we yield in these, we 
yield to Him with the effect that the Spirit comes. 


Remember that trip to the bargain basement when 
ten people crowded in ahead of you and you were 
tempted to be impatient? There God stood in the way 
before you. He stood there and waited to see if you 
would yield — if you would stand back and let those 
ten pushing people go by. Maybe by the time you 
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—TEACHING INDIAN CHILDREN IN THE INTERIOR OF BRAZIL 





More Than An Investment... 


An annuity gift to the Board of World 
Missions is more than a safe and prof- 
itable investment. 


Through an annuity gift, you help sup- 
port the work of foreign missions in 
spreading the Gospel throughout the 
world. 


Your investment in an annuity with the 
Board yields an excellent return (de- 
pending upon the age of the annuitant) 
and at the same time you are assured of 
safety and reliability. The Board has 
never missed or been late with a single 
annuity payment in the more than fifty 
years the annuity gift plan has been in 

















“To Foreign Atisstons a Snare’ 


operation. Also, you may establish an 
annuity naming two persons as bene- 
ficiaries, with the annuity payments 
going first to one and then to the sur- 
vivor of the two. 


You might want to consider an annuity 
gift to the Board of World Missions as 
your next investment. The rewards will 
be two-fold—a lifetime income for you 
or for others, plus the knowledge that 
you have helped in carrying Christianity 
to distant lands. 


For complete information about our 
annuity gift plan, write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BoarpD or VHORLD Missions 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 
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got up to the counter they had brought up some better 
goods. Maybe everything worthwhile was gone. No 
matter. You just took it easy. You submitted yourself. 


How can you submit in trying circumstances? You 
can if you believe in God. You can yield at the point 
of striving, of contention, of stirring up conflict in 
order to influence the turn of events your way. Ac- 
tually, it may be that you should not have bought any- 
thing that morning anyway. In any case, you don’t 
let it upset you. You submit yourself. 


Perhaps, some day, someone will fail you in some 
matter you have been planning for with great antici- 
pation. You get all set to go some place and your 
appointment is made and you get all dressed up and 
ready to go and then this person doesn’t come. You 
wait one minute, three minutes, five minutes, ten min- 
utes. You know, that sort of thing can get provoking. 
You can reach the point where you have hard thoughts 
about things and people — and some people in par- 
ticular. 


But suppose that you just submit yourself after the 
manner of our Scripture. You simply yield yourself, 
accepting what has happened as from God. One 
thing will result for sure: the Holy Spirit will fill your 
heart with the balm of comforting thoughts of God, 
as you yield yourself in that situation. 


I have given you some commonplace examples of 
the implications of this Scripture. The Apostle men- 
tions, specifically, family and social situations as ex- 
amples. He describes, in fact, three sets of relation- 
ships, involving six groups of people: wives and hus- 
bands; children and parents; servants and masters 


In these six groups, only the wives are plainly and 
specifically told to submit or to yield themselves (chil- 
dren and servants are told to “obey’’), but I am going 
to point out to you that all the others are going to 
have to submit in a similar way if they are going to be 
fully obedient to Paul’s instructions. Within the three 
“pairs” of relationships mentioned, each exists only 
in relation to the other: wives are wives only because 
there are such persons as husbands; children and par- 
ents similarly go together, as do servants and masters. 


Now in each of these relationships it is interesting 
that one can be called — from the human point of 
view — “stronger” than the other. And in each case 
the Apostle speaks to the “weaker” member first. Now 
you may want to correct me at this point: “My side is 
strongest, I'll have you know!” But Paul — like it or 
not — suggests a certain priority. He starts with the 
wife, then speaks to the husband; with the children, 
then the parents; with the servants, then the masters. 


THE MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP 


With respect to the first of these “pairs” Paul says, 
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord.” Yield yourself to your husband, 
the Apostle says. I do not know just what picture 
that brings to your mind, but I believe the picture 
should include something like this: accept the situa- 
tion that you have in your home, whatever it is. And 
one of the things in that situation which you must 
accept is that man you have, the way he is. 
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Some of you may ask, “How can I possibly do that 


in my circumstances?” I'll tell you how: The assur- 
ance of the Lord Jesus Christ even now in the pres- 
ence of God interceding for you and the certainty of 
the Holy Spirit in your heart to give you strength will 
make it possible. ‘That is what I meant in the begin- 
ning when I said that this program is not one that you 
can successfully offer to the world — only to Chris- 
tians. 


When two young people come together and get mar- 
ried, it is often a great temptation for each of them 
to enter into the relationship with a primary interest 
in what they are going to get out of it for themselves. 
But that is not Christian thinking. The Christian will 
think of love as giving rather than taking. And this 
is true of the entire marriage relationship. When the 
wife gives herself to her husband in the spirit that 
makes him the head of the family, she does so in the 
strength of the understanding that God is in this ar- 
rangement and He will take care of her. Maybe dur- 
ing the days when love is bright and sweet she doesn’t 
feel the need for this spiritual understanding. But 
times will come when misgivings will enter and doubts 
will trouble her heart and then it is that she will find 
strength in her commitment which is basically to the 
Lord Himself. 


That phrase in the verse, . . as unto the Lord” 
is quite meaningful. It suggests both limitations and 
inclusions. Our commitment to Christ is for good, not 
for evil purposes. And a wife’s submission to her hus- 
band is for good, not for evil purposes. For hard things, 
possibly. But not for evil or un-Christian things. 


But I am not attempting to spell out the details of 
domestic life. I am simply trying to describe an at- 
titude of life which I believe lies at the heart of the 
Apostle’s injunction. This attitude, on the part of the 
wife, is one of yielding . . . in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This doesn’t mean that wives won’t plan, or figure or 
scheme. We need not worry about that. Because they 
are women they will do that. But they are not going 
to be personally, basically distressed — or despair — 
because their man is as he is. 


On the other hand, Paul has a strong thing to say 
to husbands. He doesn’t enjoin them to submit, but 
he gives them an obligation that is even more penetrat- 
ing: “Husbands love your wives even as Christ also 
loved the Church and gave Himself for it”. 


Now the Jove mentioned here is not the kind of love 
that Hollywood publicizes. It is rather love in the 
sense of the relationship between Christ and His 
Church. In the Bible, love refers more to action than 
emotion. It is “doing for” rather than “feeling about” 
and the one outstanding illustration of spiritual love 
is the action of the Good Samaritan who took what 
he had and gave it to the stranger in the ditch. 


It is in the matter of unstinting giving that a hus- 
band will love his wife, doing for her even as Christ 
did for His Church. What did Christ do? Paul goes 
on to tell us: He gave Himself for it. And a Chris- 
tian husband will give himself for the welfare and the 
happiness of his wife, loving her even as he loves his 
own body, as the Scripture puts it. 
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Now, as in the case of the wife, for the husband to 
do this sort of thing, giving himself to and for his 
wife, he must submit himself. There will be certain 
limitations in the situation and the husband will yield 
himself to those limitations. The Christian husband 
will be happy when his wife finds happiness because 
of him. That’s the way this thing works. And unless 
husbands follow this pattern, they will not become 
filled with the Spirit. 


OTHERS IN THE HOME 


In a similar view, the Apostle goes on to speak of 
other relationships in the home: “Children obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right”. In passing, I 
may comment that, as for parents so for children, it 
is only in the Lord that this injunction has voluntary, 
gladsome meaning. It is with children who know the 
Gospel, children who know the Lord, children who are 
Christians, that the voluntary submission to parents— 
as unto the Lord — brings a Spirit-filled blessing. 


At this point we are reminded that the Fifth Com- 
mandment—the first one bearing upon human relation- 
ships — has to do with filial obedience. And it is the 
only one to which a distinct promise is attached. We 
will not forget that in order of rank — or importance 
— in the Ten Commandments, the injunction to obey 
our parents stands above “Thou shalt not kill’, “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery”, and the rest. 


The obedient relationship of children to parents is 
tremendously important and it simply means this: 
submitting ourselves to our parents. All children old 
enough to accept the obligations of discretion — and 
this applies to children aged fifty as it does to children 
aged fifteen — the Christian obligation is to submit, 
not only to physical parents, but “all who are over 
you,” teachers, traffic policemen, the laws of the land. 
In all things, yield yourselves according to our text. 


Paul goes on: “Fathers, provoke not your children 
to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” Now a father who “provokes 
his children to wrath” is one who treats them unfairly, 
or arbitrarily. If we are to avoid that we will again 
yield: to those times when we gladly would have laid 
violent hands on our children, for instance. We will 
conduct ourselves towards them and provide for both 
their physical and their disciplinary needs in such a 
way as not to leave them justifiably angry. Children, 
you know, recognize fairness and justice. But it leaves 
them frustrated and hurt when there is partiality in 
discipline. 


We could say much more about this passage, but 
space will not permit. Suffice it to add that in all 
other relationships, such as that between servants and 
masters, the same principle applies. In all things, the 
Christian lives as unto the Lord and, yielded to Him, 
practices meekness, forbearance, patience, charity, 
love. Living this way, he becomes increasingly filled 
with the Spirit. 

* * * - * 


Dr, Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary. This study is also available on tape. Write: 
The Bible For You, Inc., Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 
6, Ga. Ask for No. 243. (4 lessons on each tape, $3.00. 
Set of three, Nos. 243, 244, 245. $9.00) . 





YOUTH PROGRAM—trom p. 13 


The high spiritual values which are traditional in 
many town and country churches are the most valuable 
assets that can be had. Let these be maintained and 
passed on from generation to generation. This will 
call for dedicated teaching, preaching, and witnessing. 
Sound faith and life are not automatically inherited. 
(2) These churches must make what progress they can. 
Just because it is difficult to grow numerically, is no 
reason to quit trying to win people to Christ. Just 
beause it is difficult to get enough money is no reason 
for the members to quit giving altogether. Neither 
are they justified in ceasing to work because their 
small numbers make it hard to have a full program. 
Many small churches that have determined to do what 
they could have found that they could do more than 
they thought. (3) Some town and country churches 
need to get over their snobbishness which is sometimes 
unconscious. The idea that only the members of the 
original families of the church are suitable for leader- 
ship or even membership in their church is not un- 
commonly held. Many a small church has languished 
and died because it refused to welcome new people to 
its heart. (4) In order to overcome the problem of 
smallness, some town and country churches will have 
to sacrifice some of their pride and work together with 
other small congregations. Sometimes they form them- 
selves into a group and sometimes into a “larger par- 
ish”. In either case they share the services of a min- 
ister. Many of these struggling churches are being 
saved and revitalized through these cooperative en- 
deavors. 


Program Leader: 


If it is important for our town and country churches 
to recognize that they are still important and have a 
place of special usefulness, it is important for members 
of city churches to recognize the same thing. Too 
often city churches and their leaders have complained 
about being asked to provide financial assistance for 
these small churches. They have claimed that it is 
a poor investment to aid a church which has little 
prospect of becoming financially self supporting. They 
do not realize that many of their own most useful mem- 
bers, not to mention ministers and missionaries, have 
come from just such churches. The fact is that both 
rural and city Christians should recognize the impor- 
tance of each other and should support and pray for 
each other. 


Closing Prayer. 

Programs to Come: May 1—‘“What Dollars Have 
Done” (Financial objective). May 8—‘‘Witnessing”. 
May 15—“Christian Symbols”. May 22—‘‘The Sacra- 
ments”. May 29—‘Personal” (A study of the book of 


Philemon). June 5—“The Church Comes to Life”. 





Looking for a 


PUBLISHER 


Your book can be published, promoted, 
distributed by successful, reliable Side 
company noted for prompt, personal 

service. All subjects. Free Editorial Report. 


Inquiries also invited from businesses, organi- 
zations, churches, ete. Send for Free Booklet. 

Le Press, Dept. JS, 120 W. 381, New 
ork .1. 
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COMMISSIONERS—tfrom p. 5 


Elders: Dr. Neil D. Buie, Mark Little- 

ton, Alec G. Touchstone, Don- 

ald E. Hockaday. 

John Knox 

William R. Long, William L. 

Boand, Chester P. Karrick, G. 

Taft Lyon, David Shepperson. 

Andrew Edington, Hugh B. 

Dahlberg, Gilbert Valdez, Joe 

K. Wells, J. W. Dunn. 

Northeast Texas 

John E. McLean, Charles M. 

Ramsay, Thomas H. Talbot, 

Dan H. McCown, W. Walter 

Johnson, Jerry Newbold, Jr- 

Henry Quinius, Jr., Arthur V. 

Boand. 

Leon E. Flores, Walter Erwin, 

Grover Green, N. L. Dubach, 

Ernest Peters, Dr. Masters 

Moore, Tom R. Young, Bruce 

Cunningham. 

South Texas 

Ministers: T. H. Pollard, L. B. Horn, Jr., 
Charles M. Robinson, Jr., A. 
T. Dyall. 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Elders: A. A. Cosby, Jr., Frank Diebel, 
Augustan Silva, Jr., Harvey H. 
Horton. 
The Southwest 
Ministers: Lin D. Crossman, Jr., John W. 
Byrd, R. Matthew Lynn, David 
M. H. Richmond. 
Elders: D. T. Evans, Sr., F. Norman 


Woodruff, Norman Breed J. S. 
Lister. 





AGENCY REPORTS—from p. 5 


receipts among the General Assembly 
agencies”. The direction of move- 
ment is towards a time when neither 
the individual giver, nor the congre- 
gation; and not even the Presbytery 
may conceivably determine where 
the gifts of the Church shall go. 


Committee on Minister and his Work 


The report of the Permanent Com- 
mittee on the Minister and his Work 
is largely routine. It, 1) comments 
on the high value of the laymen serv- 
ing on the Committee as “co-opted” 
members and recommends to the As- 
sembly the election of four Ruling 
Elders to such membership pending 
adoption of a new Manual of the As- 
sembly’s Committee; 2) calls upon 
Presbytery Committees on Candidates 
to lay special emphasis upon the im- 
portance of candidates attending sem- 
inaries under the control of our own 
Church; 3) encourages Presbyteries to 
create committees of qualified lay- 
men to study the subject of ministerial 
salary scales; 4) approves an As- 
sembly-wide conference in conjunction 
with the Board of Annuities and Relief, 
in Montreat, Aug. 10-11; 5) approves 
the section in the finished draft of the 
new Book of Church Order having to 


do with Commissions on the Minister 
and his Work. 


The only matter to which we would 
take exception is the change in the 
new Book of Church Order which re- 
stores the former designation of ““Com- 
mission” to those permanent Presby- 
tery bodies instead of “Committee” 
as the first draft of the new Book 
proposed. We hope the Assembly will 
stand firmly for Committees on_ the 
Minister and his Work instead of Com- 
missions. 


Committee on Christianity and Health 


The report of the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Christianity and Health is 
almost altogether devoted to a discus- 
sion of the basic interest of the Com- 
mittee: that of the relationship be- 
tween health or healing and the spirit. 
The Committee reports a growing 
awareness in both science and religion 
that there are essential emotional and 
spiritual factors in health as well as 
physical factors. It points out that 
for healing attention must be given 
to the spirit as well as the flesh. 


The report includes mild references 
to the use of beverage alcohol and to- 
bacco. This year an overture is com- 
ing up asking the Assembly to direct 
its Boards to dispose of the tobacco 
stocks they hold as investment se- 
eurities. As we will comment more 
fully in a later discussion of Over- 
tures, it seems to us that the Assembly 
would logically want to condemn the 
use of tobacco by its ministers and 
members if it is going to condemn the 
tobacco companies. 


LAYMAN—from p. 9 


and spiritual on the one hand and that 
which is sociological on the other, that 
the white South is alarmed and pre- 
pared to resist to the last ditch. 





However, we believe that we who 
live in the South must come to terms 
with changes which, while having tak- 
en place gradually, are now actualities. 
To those who have made educational 
and economic progress to the place 
where they need public services, these 
should be granted, not grudgingly but 
as a matter of course. 


For the Christian there is one furth- 
er consideration. The soul of the Negro 
is just as precious in God’s sight as 
that of any other person. In addition, 
he is just as sensitive to courtesy, 
kindness and generosity as are we. We 
should therefore look at the members 
of the Negro race through the eyes of 


love and sympathy which they deserve, 
and strive in every way to heal the 
hurt which has been theirs for far too 
long — a hurt which we have shared 
in making. 

—L. N. B. 


THE CHURCH—from p. 7 


better or for worse. I’ll sail with it 
because I belong with it. That, too, 
is what it means to join the church. 
In the congregation to which you be- 
long you put your hand to the wheel 
and make its business your business 
and try as much as you possibly can, 
with the Holy Spirit’s help, to advance 
it in every way you can. 





Finally, you don’t get into heaven, 
of course, by joining a church. You 
get into heaven only by receiving the 
Lord Jesus Christ. But in the church 
you will receive a great deal of bless- 
ing, you’ll receive a great deal of com- 
fort and strength. With other Chris- 
tian people you will share in the good 
things that come to the children of 
God through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great and only Head of the Church. 

* * k ok ca 

This study is also available on tape. 
Write THE BIBLE FOR YOU, Inc., 
Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
Ask for No. 60-201-2. Each tape, on 
which there are four studies, $3.00. 





Tue Lorp Is WorKING 
in the Hoty LANpb 






Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans 


Our obligations to needy children 
increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s chal- 
lenge for your cooperation, prayers 
and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD'S 


HELPING HANDS?” 
HEADQUARTERS : 


The American European 
Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon St. 
Les Angeles 26, California 


Dept. SP 





PAGE 18 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 13. 1960 





























THE VACATION FUND 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The Vacation 
Fund is probably unique among all 
benevolences of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. It is not in any budget, 
prints no literature and is never the 
subject of any program. Nevertheless, 
the Fund has been supported for al- 
most fifty years in its quiet effort to 
help low salaried ministers and other 
mission workers go away for brief 
periods of refreshment to one of our 
Presbyterian summer _ conference 
grounds. No list of contributors or 
beneficiaries is ever published. Only 
God knows the blessing which comes 
to both groups. 


This is an invitation for you to send 
in your 1960 contribution. Gifts from 
individuals and organizations usually 
range from five to two hundred dol- 
lars. Of course, any amount is ap- 
preciated. Except for one form letter 
going to a limited number of con- 
tributors, this is the only call that will 
be made for 1960. Gifts are already 
coming in and each one is appreciated. 


Any reader who desires to have a 


JHE CHURCH AY HOTTIE 


part in such a ministry as this may 
make his check payable to “The Va- 
cation Fund” and mail it to Mrs. Ira 
D. Holt, Treasurer, Box 358, Montreat, 
N. C. 





MINISTER RECEIVES 
SCOUT AWARD 


SHORTER, Ala. — The Rev. Kee- 
van C. Willis, Scoutmaster of Troop 
135, Shorter, Ala., and Home Missions 
pastor in Macon County, was recently 
honored with the Scouter’s Key award 
by the Tukabatchee Area Council. 
The award is the highest that a Scout- 
master can receive. The Rev. Mr. 
Willis now holds both the Scouter’s 
Award and the Scouter’s Key. 





CAMP WESTMINSTER 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The summer pro- 
gram at Camp Westminster near Con- 
yers, Ga., has been announced by the 
sponsoring church, the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Dr. 
John R. Richardson, pastor. Included 








On page 141 of 
those early fathers 
thus seen its INTRIN 
and om page 146: 








INTRINSIC RELATION? 





“Christian Perspectives 1960" Dr. Runner says, “If 
had clearly seen what the Word of God really is, and 
SIC RELATION TO THE WORLD OF LEARNING... .” 


“*REASON’ DOES NOT EXIST; THERE IS NO SUCH THING.” 


Three lectures by this scholar, Professor of Philosophy at Calvin College; three by 
Prof. Farris, Professor of History at Knox College, Toronto, Canada; and three by Dr. 
Van Riessen, Professor of Philosophy at the Technical University of Delft in The 
Netherlands, were given at Unionville, Canada to Canadian students prior to this school 
year which for many of them was to be in attendance at public, non-Christian universi- 
ties. These lectures were sponsored by the Association for Reformed Scientifie Studies. 
The authors give a scholarly account of the relation of the Bible to Learning (Run- 
ner), History (Farris), and Science (Van Riessen). 


Although these lectures are on a high plane of scholarship challen 
of learning with the dynamic of God’s Word, they will be he 


@ the false idols 
1 to all Christian 


laymen, students and scholars, and we have therefore published them ta attractive 
form in our “Pella Paperback” for the reasonable price of $1.50. 


We hope you will agree with some who have read it that this book, “Christian Per- 
spectives 1960", will prove to be the BEST BUY OF THE YEAR. 


In the U.S.A. send $1.50 with your name and address te: * 


PELLA PUBLISHING INC 


PELLA. LOMA 


WM. B. EERDMAN’S PUBLISHING CO. 
255 Jefferson Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
In Canada send $1.50 with your name and address to: 
SPEELMAN BOOKHOUSE 
7 Lippincott St E.. Weston, Ontario, Canads 


on the program which will be conduct- 
ed by an able staff of outstanding col- 
lege young people under the leadership 
of Mr. Knox Chamberlain, Director, is 
a Senior Camp, June 22 - July 5; a 
Junior Camp, July 7 - July 19; a Pio- 
neer Camp, July 21 - Aug. 2; and a 
second Junior Camp, Aug. 21 - Aug. 
28. Inquiries should be addressed to 
the Director, Camp Westminster, 493 
Ponce de Leon Ave., NE., Atlanta, Ga. 





P.C. GRADUATION EXERCISES 


CLINTON, S. C. — The Rev. Marc 
C. Weersing, pastor of the First 
Church, Spartanburg, S. C., will preach 
the baccalaureate sermon on June 5 
as part of Presbyterian College’s com- 
mencement exercises. At the gradua- 
tion exercises on Monday, June 6, hon- 
orary degrees will be awarded to a 
U. S. Senator, two ministers and a 
distinguished attorney. Senator J. 
Strom Thurmond is to receive an hon- 





WHAT A 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


THINKS 
ABOUT 
SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 


by Clyde M. Narramore, Ed.D. 


An eminent Christian psychologist and 
author relives his own Sunday School 
experiences, tells the strengths of the Sun- 
day School, and shows 
the importance of Christ- 
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centered materials espe- FR E E 
cially prepared for each aapendl 
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Gospel Light 


PUBLICATIONS 
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DEPT. GR-40 GLENDALE 5, CALIF. MOUND, MINN. 
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1960 
OVER 3 MILLION 
COLLEGE STUDENTS 


1970 se 
OVER 6 MILLION 


the CHURCH 


fal el-j am col-ma-t-(eoh'ale) mm ial—lae) 





Estimates on increased enrollment in Presbyterian edu- 
cation institutions for the next fifteen years indicate 


80% increase 
70% increase 
60% increase 


Theological Seminaries 
Senior Colleges 
Junior Colleges 


If your colleges and seminaries meet their opportuni- 
ties, they must have 


Your prayers and concern, 

Your gifts through yearly regular benevolence, 
Your special gifts for plants and endowments, 
Your continuing support through bequests. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


) 
o~ 4 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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orary L.L.D. degree. J. Graham Mil- 
ler, a corporation attorney of New 
York City will be given the doctor of 
laws. Honorary doctor of divinity de- 
grees will go to the Rev. Allen Mc- 
Sween, pastor of the Starmount church 
of Greensboro, N. C., and the Rev. 
William I. Howell, asso. pastor of the 
Atlanta First Church. 





S. C. MEN TO HEAR 
RICHARD HALVERSON 


COLUMBIA, S. C. — (PN) — The 
Synod of South Carolina will hold its 
1960 Synod Men’s Conference May 14- 
15 in Montreat. Dr. Richard C. Hal- 
verson, pastor of Washington, D. C., 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, and Dr. 
J. Sherrard Rice of First Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, will speak. 


A record-breaking number of men 
and their wives, more than 800, are 
expected to be on hand when the con- 
ference opens with supper, Saturday, 
March 14. The conference will close 
following dinner Sunday. 





PASTOR HONORED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — More 
than 200 members of the Gordon 
Street Presbyterian Church here came 
out in the worst ice storm in over two 
decades to honor their pastor, the Rev. 
Joseph L. Griggs, on the tenth an- 
niversary of his coming to Atlanta. 


The anniversary celebration took on 
the form of a “This Is Your Life’”’ pro- 
gram, with many special guests coming 
forth out of the minister’s past and 
present. Mr. Griggs spoke to a number 
of friends over a telephone-amplifier 
set-up, and several others sent tele- 
grams.. 





— PERSONALS — 
Evangelistic Schedule 


Rev. Wm. E. Hill 


Jan. 24-31—Broadway, N. C. 
Feb. 7-14—White Sulphur Spgs. W. Va. 
Feb. 21-28—Aiken, S. C. 

Mar. 20-27—Sweetwater, Tenn. 
Mar. 29-April 6—Douglas, Ga. 
Apr. 17-24—Aliceville, Ala. 
May I- 8—Newport News, Va. 
May 29-June 5—DeKalb, Miss. 
June 12-19—Union, W. Va. 
July 10-17—Willys, Va. 

Aug. 7-14—Maxwelton, W. Va 
Sept. 11-18—Mocksville, N. C. 
Sept. 25-Oct. 2—Raleigh, N. C. 
Oct. 9-16—Newport News, Va. 
Oct. 23-30—Roanoke, Va. 

Nov. 6-13—Durham, N. C. 
Nov. 20-27—Roanoke, Va. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, 
by George Eldon Ladd. Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids, 140 pp., $2.75. 


STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT, VOL. I, by D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
320 pp., $4.50. 


These two volumes do not appear to 
be intended by either the authors or 
the publisher as companion volumes, 
but there is much to commend their 
being read together. Te begin with, 
both are written from a refreshing 
evangelical point of view, and both 
speak to the contemporary scene with 
real force. 


Dr. Ladd is Professor of Biblical 
Theology at Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary in Pasadena, and Dr. Lloyd-Jones 
is Minister of Westminster Chapel, 
London. Their books do not so much 
cover the same territory as they do 
dovetail. Dr. Ladd’s volume is a 
treatise adapted from pulpit and Bi- 
ble Conference addresses, Dr. Jones’ 
consists of thirty sermons preached 
for the most part on successive Sunday 
mornings in the course of his regular 
ministry at Westminster Chapel. 


THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM. 
Here is no dry, warmed-over theologi- 
cal hash. Dr. Ladd defines the King- 
of God as, first the redemptive activity 
and rule of God working among men, 
and secondly, the realm in which men 
experience the blessings of His rule. 


Having made clear the distinctions 
between This Age and The Age to 
Come, the author proceeds to discuss 
how one gets into the Kingdom of 
God, what life in the Kingdom consists 
of and how it is that eternity has in- 
vaded the present. This he does su- 
perbly. 


STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT. The way in which this 
book dovetails with the other is that 
it deals specifically with the ethics of 
the Kingdom. Having learned what 
the Kingdom is and how to get into 
it, we now read how one is to live in 
the Kingdom. 


This volume, the first of two which 
will be devoted to Matt. 5-7, covers 
only chapter 5. Each sermon, there- 
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While your Assembly’s Board of Christian Education asks no special offering 
during Higher Education Season, Higher Education is a major part of the 
Board’s educational work. In 1959, the Board spent $398,979.46 in the field 
of Higher Education. These funds maintained the work of co-ordinating and 
assisting the tctal program of Higher Education work in the Assembly—voca- 
tional guidance, Presbyterian colleges and seminaries, and the Campus Chris- 
tian Life ministry on all college campuses. It provided scholarships for nearly 
400 students who are the Church’s future ministers, missionaries, and directors 
of Christian Education. 


How adequate is the Church’s support of this work? 


It has been ten years since the Assembly combined its work in higher 
education with that of religious education and publication to form the new 
Board of Christian Education. To provide support for this new area of re- 
sponsibility, the Assembly asked the churches to greatly increase their giving 
to this agency. Giving habits seem deeply entrenched. Although the receipts 
of the new Board showed constant gradual increase, it was not until the year 
1956 that receipts equalled the initial amount asked by the Assembly in 
setting up the Board in 1950. But, over this period, additional responsibilities 
had been added. The Board is grateful that the increase in giving in 1959 
was the greatest since reorganization; yet these gifts were still $285,058.26 
short of the amount necessary to provide the program of Christian Education 
projected by the Assembly. Obviously, the Board could not carry out in full 
the Assembly’s plans for Higher Education—or Christian Teaching--or any 
other of the responsibilities placed upon it. 


Are you concerned about the Church and Higher Education? 
— Christian Teaching? — World Missions? — Church Extension? 
— any area of the Church’s mission in which your local church 
can’t “go it alone”? 


There is one way you can assure that the Church can be ready to meet its 
challenge. See to it that your church meets its askings for the benevolence work 
of your Presbytery, of your Synod, and of the Assembly in full. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
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THERE’S STILL TIME 
TO GET STANDARD 


ALL NEW 1960 


VBS course 





a today for complete information 
about this year’s Standard VBS course on 
an incomparable theme: The Teachings of 
Jesus. It interprets His words in today’s 
language, demonstrates their application 
to present living. Complete in ten lessons, 
specially graded for five age groups, 
Nursery through Teen-age. Teachers’ 
manuals, pupils’ workbooks, director’s 
manual, for well-balanced, inspirational 
study. Low cost. 


© SINGLE THEME e GRADED e FULL COLOR 
@ REDI-CUT e LOW COST e EASY TO TEACH 


All these are distinct advantages, as are com- 
plete correlated creative activity materials, 
To get the whole story, send for... 


INTRODUCTORY 
VBS KIT 


$4.50 value 
Only $3.75 


Contains all ma- 
terials in course: 
director’s man- 
ual, 5 teachers’ 
manuals, 5 pupils’ workbooks, plus publicity 
helps, certificates, buttons, song book, and 
Planbook. Order today ! 


Redi-Git workbooks delight 
Nursery, Beginner and Pri- 
mary classes, expand active 
participation; save teachers 
many hours of preparation. 











PLANBOOK 





(] FREE Planbook presenting entire new 
VBS 1960 program 

[] Introductory Kit, all material offered 
a ee $3.75 

(] Film strip, full color, 35 mm, for successful 
school planning. Sound on 33/3 LP record, 
20 minutes. #9489.............$5.00 
Bowdveix: amount of check enclosed. 






AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, CINCINNATI 31, OHIO 


fore, deals with a rather short text. 
It is amazing how much Dr. Lloyd- 
Jones is able to squeeze from one 
verse, but the nectar is sweet. 


At the outset, the author makes it 
clear that the Sermon on the Mount 
is not a standard for the world at 
large, but for those who have entered 
the Kingdom of God. He says, “It is 
a perfect picture of the life of the 
Kingdom of God.” It is a description 
of character, not a code of ethics or 
morals. It is not to be regarded as a 
law — a kind of new “Ten Command- 
ments”. It is rather a description of 
what Christians are meant to be, illu- 
strated in certain particular respects. 


The reader will anxiously await the 
publication of Volume II. 


—Rev. Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Virginia 





“ONE EVENING” CONDENSED 
BOOKS. Good News Publishers, West- 
chester, Illinois. Average no. pages, 
65. $.50. 


“One Evening’ Condensed Books 
are “reductions” of current books and 
classics, written by well-known evan- 
gelical authors, selected by an edi- 
torial board very capable in their 
fields of writing, teaching, and pub- 
lishing. The following are the latest 
in the series. They are inspirational, 
informative, and easy to read: 


Amazon Moon, by Rosemary Cun- 


ningham is the captivating story of a 
missionary family in Brazil, who, by 
God’s grace, endured as “good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ” the many hardships 
of jungle life. Each chapter ends 
with a spiritual challenge; for example, 
“The greatest hindrance in our spirit- 
ual life lies in looking for the big 
things to do; Jesus Christ ‘took a 
towel’.”’ 


How Great Thou Art, by Dr. Clar- 
ence H. Benson, The Praying Plumber, 
Dr. A. W. Tozer, His Banner Over Me, 
by Martha Snell Nicholson (three-in- 
one issue). Especially inspiring was 
The Praying Plumber; “There is a 
unity of spiritual beliefs among men 
of the Spirit that jumps centuries, de- 
nominational gulfs and _ doctrinal 
hedges and perfects a communion of 
saints in spite of every effort of devil 
or man to keep them apart.” Here is 
a statement of true ecumenicity. 


The Happy Life, by Dr. F. B. Meyer. 
Dr. Meyer is always fresh and stimu- 
lating. To him, God is a living re- 
ality; his great drive throughout life 
has been to share with all “the happy 
life’ in Christ. God’s nearness and 
love seem to flow again from the 
heart and mind of one of our favorite 
Christian writers. 


The God of All Comfort, by Hannah 
Whitall Smith is devotional in nature 
dealing primarily with how to find 
virtue in life’s trials. Especially help- 
ful for future reference were the 





Westminster 
Seminary 


DO YOU consider Neo-orthodoxy an 


acceptable form of Christianity? 


Cornelius Van Til, Chairman of the Faculty 
replies: True Christianity rests upon Jesus 


Christ speaking to us in bis infallible 
Word. The Christ of Neo-Orthodox) 
cannot be found in history or heard in 
the Bible. Neo-orthodoxy is, therefore, 
destructive of Christianity. 


Professor Van Til is one of a company 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified 
students of many denominations receive 
a unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 





CORNELIUS VAN TIL 







J. GRESHAM MACHEN 
MEMORIAL HALL 


For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 
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chapter paraphrases of selected Scrip- 
ture verses. 


Understanding the Holy Spirit, by 
Harold P. Barker. Surely the “restor- 
ing work” of the Holy Spirit is the 
need of our day. This condensation is 
highly recommended for its helpful, 
yet simple teachings on the profound 
truths of the Holy Spirit. 


Triumph in the Inner Life, by An- 
drew Murray. The message of this 
book will assist Christians whose ne- 
glect is personal fellowship and com- 
munion with God. Especially helpful 
are the chapter paraphrases of select- 
ed Scripture verses. 


—Rev. Richard K. Swayze 
Shreveport, Louisiana 





‘EVERYBODY 


GOES TO VBS, 
Y' UNDERSTAND?" 





You'll need no threats to bring children 
to VBS when you use Great Commission 
materials. With full emphasis on the Bible 
itself, the Great Commission course for 
1960 provides fascination and excitement 
to catch and hold the attention even of 
“problem” children. 

lf you want your VBS to “get across” 
the Bible’s message to boys and girls, 
you'll like the approach of this course with 
two related Bible lessons each day, rein- 
forced by Scripture and hymn memorization 
and handwork that teaches — and does 
not just amuse. 

Get everybody going to your VBS! 
Send today for your FREE VBS CATA- 
LOG. Complete Sample Kits, $3.75 ppd. 
GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS, Dept. D 
627 Schaff Building, Phila. 2, Pa. 


Please RUSH the following to me: 
oO Free VBS Catalog for 1960 
0 Sample Kit at $3.75 postpaid 





Montreat Summer Conferences 1960 


CONFERENCE 


KNOXVILLE PRESBYTERY 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


MEN OF THE SYNOD OF 
NORTH CAROLINA 


DATES 


DIRECTORS 


June 6-10, 1960 Rev. William R. Smith, III 


4904 Asheville Highway 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


June 13-18, 1960 Rev. Thomas Sproule 


First Presbyterian Church 
Asheville, N. C. 


June 10-12,1960 Mr. David R. Wilson, Pres. 


P. O. Box 1536 
Charlotte, N. C. 


FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL FOR’ June 18-24, 1960Rev. Arthur M. Field, Jr. 


LEADERS 


SECOND SUMMER SCHOOL FOR June 25 - 
July 1, 1960 


LEADERS 


ADULT STRATEGY 
CONFERENCE 


DIRECTORS OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 


WOMEN’S ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS 


WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


WORLD MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE 


CHURCH EXTENSION 
CONFERENCE 


STATED CLERKS 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
ASSOCIATION 


CAMPUS CHRISTIAN LIFE 
PASTORS AND WORKERS 
CONFERENCE 


MONTREAT DAY 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


MINISTERS’ WIVES’ FORUM 


July 2-7, 1960 


July 2-7, 1960 


July 7-13, 1960 


P. O. Box 1176 
Richmond 9, Virginia 


Rev. Arthur M. Field, Jr. 
P. O. Box 1176 
Richmond 9, Virginia 


Dr. William Ramsey 
P. O. Box 1176 
Richmond 9, Virginia 


Miss Jessie Hodges, Pres. 
2nd Presbyterian Ch. 
Charleston, S. C. 


Dr. & Mrs. Richard Peek 
Covenant Presb. Ch. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


July 15-20, 1960 Mrs. R. E. Wallin, Chm. 


707 Edgewood 
Columbia, Missouri 


July 14-17, 1960 Rev. Harold M. Fuller, Jr. 


P. O. Box 1176 
Richmond 9, Virginia 


July 20-26, 1960 Mrs. Helen Vass and 


July 
Aug 


Aug. 


Aug. 


Aug. 


Aug. 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Aug. 


Miss Evelyn Green 
341-A Ponce de Leon Ave. 
NE, Atlanta 8, Georgia 


28 - Dr. D. J. Cumming 
3, 1960 P. O. Box 330 
Nashville 1, Tennessee 
4-10,1960 Rev. James W. Newton 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave. 
NE, Atlanta 8, Georgia 
10-11, 1960 Rev. M. H. Applewhite 


P. O. Box 1176 
San Antonio, Texas 


11-12, 1960Dr. John E. Richards 
First Presbyterian Ch. 
Macon, Georgia 

12-18, 1960 Rev. William Rogers 
1250 S. Lumpkin Street 
Athens, Georgia 

13, 1960 


14-28, 1960 Dr. C. Grier Davis 
Montreat, N. C. 


16-18, 1960 Mrs. T. I. Deane, Pres. 
P. O. Box 146 
Safety Harbor, Florida 
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MINISTERS 


R. D. Bedinger, Asheville, N. C., has 
retired after 54 years in the min- 
istry, including service as missionary 
in the Congo, pastor, professor, ex- 
ecutive secretary. Since 1958 he 
has been stated supply at Brittain’s 
Cove church, Weaverville, N. C. 


W. B. McSwain, from Derita, N. C. 
to Charlotte, N. C. 


O. M. Anderson (H.R.), from Jack- 
son, Miss., to Richmond, Miss. 


Charles A. Sheldon, from Bryan, 
Texas, to the Greystone church, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


D. Yandell Page, from Middlesboro, 
Ky., to Assistant Pastor, Princeton 
church, Princeton, W. Va. 


Richard F. Perkins, from Black- 
stone, Va., to the Bon Air church, 
Bon Air, Va. 


David C. Moss, from Thomasville, 
N. C., to Associate Pastor, Miami 
Shores, Fla. church. 


James H. McClintock, Spartanburg, 
S. C., has accepted a call of the Sec- 
ond church, Albemarle, N. C. 


Joseph W. Flora, now doing grad- 
uate work at Union Seminary, has 
accepted a call to be Associate Pas- 
tor in the First Church, Laurin- 
burg, N. C. 





LETTERS 
FROM THE SEMINARIES 


I admire and appreciate the defen- 
sive stand of the Journal. As far as 
I can see it is well justified. It cer- 
tainly is an encouragement to know 
that the conservative position is so 
strongly maintained in the Presby- 
terian Church. In all Christian hon- 
esty I think that we should consider 
well before we forsake the splendid 
heritage we have, handed down to us 
by men who loved and reverenced 
the Lord and His Word. 


—Erskine Seminary 
Due West, S. C. 





I am a student at San Anselmo Sem- 
inary. I want to thank you for send- 
ing us your weekly publication. Al- 
though some of us hold different mi- 
nor theological positions, we all receive 
help and guidance and insight from 
your articles. We truly appreciate 
your work. 

San Francisco, Calif. 


Letters like these mean more to us 
than a raise . . . well, almost.—Ed. 





NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 


The excellent treatment of the Mis- 
sion and Message of the NCC (March 
16th, 23rd), is the best possible pic- 
ture of that self-appointed sanhedrin. 
I would like to place extra copies of 
these issues of the Journal in the 
hands of some Presbyterians I know 
who will prove constructively in- 
terested. 

—H. M. Doak 
Nashville, Tenn. 


It has been my observation over a 
period of years that, more often than 
not, the position of the NCC on mat- 
ters of national and international 
policy coincide with those promoted in 
The (Daily) Worker and encouraged 
on Radio Moscow. Of course this does 
not mean that the leadership contains 
Communists but it does prove that a 
very influential organization, to an 
alarming degree, has aligned itself with 
their objectives. For the time being, 
what more could they ask? 


—Stuart W. Epperson 
Ararat, Va. 


Reprints of the articles in booklet 
form, $1.00 doz., $5.00 hundred.—Ed. 





MORE ABOUT COMMISSIONS 


As a Presbyterian Elder, I pass on 
to you an incident which might be 
called “Commissions on the Minister 
and his Work — Part IIT’. 


One Sunday in July of last year, I 
met a young man visiting my church 
(First), who had recently graduated 
from one of our Seminaries. After 
the service, several members met and 
spoke to him including the Chairman 
of the Pulpit Supply Committee, who 
invited him to preach for us one Sun- 
day in August while the pastor was on 
vacation. 


A few days later, at a meeting of 
Presbytery, two Elders from a nearby 
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town appealed to me for assistance 
in locating a pastor for their congrega- 
tion which had been without pastoral 
services nearly two years. I mentioned 
the name of the young man who was 
to preach for us and suggested that 
they come over and hear him. After- 
wards, if interested, they could take 
up the matter of approaching him with 
the Commission on the Minister and 
his Work. 


I advised our pulpit Supply Chair- 
man of these developments and he de- 
cided to invite the young man to 
Memphis a day or two early to be a 
guest in his home. He then invited 
the Committee from the vacant church 
to come to dinner on Friday evening 
in order to meet the young man. They 
came and were most favorably im- 
pressed with him and assured him that 
they would not only come hear him 
preach the following Sunday but would 
check with the Commission respecting 
their desire to have him visit their 
church. 


We were indeed surprised when not 
one person from the vacant church 
showed up for services on the Sunday 
in question. Upon inquiry I learned 
that a member of the Commission, 
hearing of their interest in this yourg 
man, telephoned the Committee ad- 
vising them that the Commission would 
not approve him, that he was a trouble 
maker and not even a seminary grad- 
uate. We, who had been “sold” on 
the young man, wrote the President 
of the seminary who told us that the 
seminary had indeed graduated him 
and that there was no reason why any 
Presbytery should decline to give him 
consideration. 


I took the young man to see a min- 
ister friend, who incidently was a 
member of the Commission at the 
time this happened. He talked with 
him at length in my presence and was 
favorably impressed with him and at- 
tempted, without success, to call the 
other Commission members to meet 
him. Only one other member was 
available. This minister stated that 
his only suggestion to him would be 
that, on account of the fact that his 
theology was rather rigid, unless he 
could “unbend a little’ he might not 
he happy in the ministry. 


I am happy to say, in conclusion, 
that this young minister is now happily 
located in another Presbytery and we, 
who tried to be of help, are thankful 
to God. 


—Memphis 





